
Building Bridges 

Conference 2017 
 

A Regional Early Years Conference 

 

Tackling the Tough Stuff 

 
 

Thursday 11th May – Friday 12th May 2017 

The Cube, Wodonga 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About the Conference 
 
AlburyCity, Charles Sturt University, Gateway Health, 

Wodonga TAFE, and Wodonga Council are pleased to 

present the 6th Building Bridges Regional Early Years 

Conference. “Building Bridges” is an analogy for 

strengthening partnerships between our early years’ services 

across the border and between regions, with the hope that a 

mutual understanding will be created and networks will be 

strengthened.  

 

Conference Theme 
 
“Tackling the Tough Stuff” 

In their everyday work with children and families, early years 

professionals in a range of fields must “tackle the tough 

stuff”: the issues that might be difficult to face, but which 

require genuine thought, care and attention so that those 

who experience them feel safe and supported. The “tough 

stuff” presents challenges for children’s and families’ sense of 

security and wellbeing, but early years professionals are well-

placed to support them through these challenges. The 

provision of such support requires early years professionals 

to be informed, aware, and open-minded to the various 

perspectives and experiences related to the “tough stuff”. 

This year’s conference aims build this awareness. 

 

Who Should Attend? 
 
 Primary school educators 

 Child care educators 

 Preschool educators 

 Family support services 

 Family day care educators and support teams 

 Playgroup facilitators 

 Outside school hours care educators 

 Allied health service providers 

 Preservice teachers (early childhood and primary) 

 Teacher educators and trainers 

 

Links to Professional Standards 
 

 

For early childhood educators: The 2017 program is strongly 

aligned to NQS Quality Area 2. It is also relevant to EYLF 

Outcomes 1 and 3. 
 

For early childhood and primary school teachers: 

Attendance at the 2017 conference can be used as 

supporting evidence for BOSTES Standards 6 and 7. 
 

Certificates of attendance are available for all participants. 

 

Registration Information 
 
Please visit www.buildingbridgesconference.com.au and 

complete the online form to register. 
 

Full registration is $220 and includes: 

 Thursday sessions, including lunch and afternoon tea; 

 Thursday evening cocktail reception; and 

 Friday sessions, including morning tea, lunch and 

afternoon tea. 
 

Day registration is also available for $150. 
 

Cancellations 

If you cancel your registration before 5pm on Friday 28th April 

you are entitled to a refund of all monies paid, minus a $55 

administration fee. No refunds are available after this date; 

however, substitute delegates may be sent. Cancellations 

must be made in writing to the Conference Secretariat. 

 

Conference Venue 
 
The 2017 conference will be held at The Cube entertainment 

centre in Wodonga, Victoria. Please visit The Cube’s website 

www.thecubewodonga.com.au for more information. 

 

Accommodation 
 
Accommodation is available at Quest Wodonga which is 

located a short distance from the conference venue: 

www.questapartments.com.au/Accommodation/456/Austral

ia/Victoria_Regional/Quest_Wodonga/Welcome.aspx 

 

For additional accommodation information or advice please 

visit www.visitalburywodonga.com  

 

Organising Committee 
 
Amy MacDonald (Chair) 
Charles Sturt University 

Rebecca Bates (Secretary) 
AlburyCity 
 

Annie Pryse 
Wodonga TAFE 
 

Donna Mlejnek 
Gateway Health 
 

Michelle Muller 
Community Representative 
 

Claire Parsons 
Gateway Health 
 

Nicky Spalding 
Community Representative 

Shelli Hardwick 
Wodonga Council 

 

Conference Secretariat 
 
Bradley Hayden 

Countrywide Conference and Event Management 

Mobile:  0412 461 392 

Email:  bradley@ccem.com.au 
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Keynote Speakers 
 
Liana Buchanan 
VIC Principal Commissioner for 
Children and Young People 
Lawyer and advocate, Liana 
Buchanan is a commissioner with the 
VIC Law Reform Commission and was 
most recently the Executive Officer of 

the Federation of Community Legal Centres. She has also 
been responsible for monitoring the Victorian corrections 
system as Director, Office of Correctional Services Review 
and has held legal and policy positions in a number of 
agencies including the Equal Opportunity Commission 
Victoria, Office for the Status of Women (SA) and Women’s 
Legal Service (SA). 

 
Dr Ann O’Neill 
Social Worker 
Proudly sponsored by AlburyCity and 
Wodonga Council 
Dr Ann O’Neill has survived what 
many would say is unsurvivable; but 
she has done more than just survive, 

she has gone on to use her own experience with a horrific 
crime to selflessly help others and improve understanding 
around the victims of crime. Ann has worked tirelessly to 
ensure good has come from her own hardship. Ann is also a 
specialist in the areas of trauma, criminal victimisation and 
advocacy. Using her own experience, extensive research and 
academic study to help businesses and organisations build a 
better understanding around the needs of victims of crime. 

 
Dr Rachel Richardson 
Senior Academic, Charles Sturt 
University 
Dr Rachel Richardson has had an 
extensive career in education over the 
past 30 years across a range of 
settings. She has worked in 

educational administration in government and undertaken 
project work in disability and aged services. Her most recent 
research is examining the lived experience of older 
Transwomen as they move from later working life to 
retirement and on to old age. 

 
Associate Professor Campbell Paul 
Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne 
Associate Professor Campbell Paul is 
a Consultant Infant and Child 
Psychiatrist at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital in Melbourne and Honorary 
Principal Fellow in the Department of 

Psychiatry at the University of Melbourne. He is a member of 
the Board of Directors of the World Association for Infant 
Mental Health. He has a special interest in the understanding 
of the inner world of the baby, particularly as it informs 
therapeutic work with infants and their parents.  
 
Dr Jane Caldwell 
Maternal and Child Health Nurse, Wodonga Council 
Dr Jane Caldwell is a registered nurse, registered midwife, 
maternal and child health nurse and a researcher. Jane has 

worked throughout Australia and overseas. For the past 17 
years she has been working with the most vulnerable families 
in metropolitan and regional centres in Victoria. Jane has a 
passion for researching parenting as well as the impact of 
early literacy in vulnerable families. She is currently 
researching the impact of multiple variables on early literacy 
outcomes for vulnerable children in Foundation Year. 

 
Pat Jewell 
Australian Childhood Foundation 
Proudly sponsored by Wodonga TAFE 
Pat Jewell has a background in 
teaching in the area of early childhood 
development, specialising in working 
with families where the children had 

experienced trauma and disability. For the past twenty years, 
Pat has worked in the field of parenting, focusing her work 
on preventing child abuse in families at risk. Pat is currently 
team leader of the Parenting Program at ACF and has been 
integral in developing the Bringing Up Great Kids Parenting 
Program. 

 
Professor Sharon Goldfeld 
Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne 
Proudly sponsored by Gateway Health 
Professor Sharon Goldfeld is a 
paediatrician and public health 
physician at the Centre for 
Community Child Health at The Royal 

Children’s Hospital, Melbourne. Sharon has a decade of 
experience in state government as a senior policymaker in 
health and education, including Principal Medical Advisor in 
the Victorian Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development. Sharon’s research focuses on projects that 
keep child health on the policy and political agenda in 
Victoria and nationally. 

 
Jackie Furey 
Psychotherapist 
Jackie Furey is a specialist in the area 
of personal and professional 
relationships, in Australia and 
internationally. It is said that engaging 
with Jackie Furey is a truly rewarding 

experience. She has earned global respect from clients and 
peers for her insight into the human mind and sensitivity for 
human life. Whether on stage before thousands, working 
with a group, or with an individual Jackie Furey will provide a 
memorable performance – one not to be missed. 
 

Celebrity Speaker 
 
Sara Storer 
Singer-Songwriter 
Sara Storer is an ARIA- and multiple 
Golden Guitar-winning singer-
songwriter. She has seen all the 
beauty, joy and heartbreak this land 
can bring, living for a time in western 

Queensland, where she wrote her first song, and working as 
a schoolteacher in Katherine in the Northern 
Territory. Sara lives on a small rural property outside of 
Albury with husband Dave and their four young sons. 



Program 
 

Thursday 11th May 2017 
12.00 – 1.00 Lunch and registration 

1.00 – 1.30 

 

Welcome and overview 
Donna Mlejnek, Gateway Health (MC) 
 

Welcome to Country 
 

1.30 – 2.30 
Keynote 1: Children’s safety (physical, emotional, cultural, spiritual) 
Liana Buchanan, Victoria’s Principal Commissioner for Children and Young People  
 

2.30 – 3.00 
Community perspectives: Refugee children and families 
Representatives from community groups 
 

3.00 – 3.30 Afternoon tea 

3.30 – 4.30 

 

Keynote 2: Family violence 
Dr Ann O’Neill  
 

4.30 – 4.45 Close of formal program and welcome to cocktail reception 

5.00 – 6.30 

 

Celebrity speaker 
Sara Storer 
 

Cocktail reception 
 

Friday 12th May 2017 
8.30 – 8.45 Registration 

8.45 – 9.00 

 

Welcome and overview 
Donna Mlejnek, Gateway Health (MC) 

9.00 – 10.15 

 

Keynote 3: Supporting gender diverse children and their families 
Dr Rachel Richardson, Charles Sturt University 
Associate Professor Campbell Paul, Royal Children’s Hospital 

10.15 – 10.30 
 

Lived experience: Darcy’s story: My life with two mums  

 

10.30 – 10.50 Morning tea 

10.50 – 11.30 

Perspectives from the field: Working with children and families who experience health challenges 
Louise Humphrey, Health Focus Physiotherapy 
Rachel Webb, Aspire 
Penny Wilson, refugee nurse  
Paige Lee, Charles Sturt University/Country Hope 
 

11.30 – 12.30 
Keynote 4: Providing advocacy and connections for children and families 
Dr Jane Caldwell, Wodonga Council 
 

12.30 – 1.15 Lunch 

1.15 – 2.15 

 

Keynote 5: Children’s wellbeing and sense of self 
Pat Jewell, Australian Childhood Foundation  
 

2.15 – 3.15 
Keynote 6: Early childhood development and adversity 
Professor Sharon Goldfeld, Royal Children’s Hospital 
 

3.15 – 3.45 Afternoon tea 

3.45 – 4.00 

 

Reflecting on the tough stuff 
Dr Rachel Richardson, Charles Sturt University 
 

4.00 – 5.00 
Keynote 7: Educators tackling the tough stuff: The take-home messages 
Jackie Furey, psychotherapist 
 

5.00 Close 

 
 

@buildingbridgesalburywodonga #buildingbridges2017 buildingbridgesconference.com.au 


