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ABOUT THE CONFERENCE
EXTENSIVE contemporary research has shown the period from 
birth to eight years sets the foundation for children’s development. 
An important element of delivering high-quality services for 
children is giving staff the opportunity to take part in high-quality 
professional development. With this in mind, three organisations 
in the Albury-Wodonga area involved in higher education and 
service delivery in the early years have combined to present a 
quality professional development opportunity for staff working in 
services for children from birth to eight years.

The City of Wodonga, Charles Sturt University and Wodonga TAFE 
are pleased to present Building Bridges: A Regional Early Years 
Conference. Building Bridges is our analogy for what we want 
the conference to achieve. It is about building bridges between 
services and schools, across the border and between regions, 
with the hope that mutual understandings will be created and 
networks will be strengthened. When all those involved in the care 
and education of young children are able to work together with a 
shared vision, the outcomes for children will be much improved.

“By drawing on a range of perspectives and theories (it is hoped 
we will) challenge traditional ways of seeing children, teaching 
and learning, and encourage educators, as individuals and with 
colleagues, to:

•	 Investigate why they act in the ways that they do
•	 Discuss and debate theories to identify strengths and 

limitations
•	 Recognise how the theories and beliefs that they use to 

make sense of their work enable but also limit their actions 
and thoughts

•	 Consider the consequences  of their actions for children’s 
experiences

•	 Find new ways of working fairly and justly” 

(Belonging, Being and Becoming: The Early Years Learning 
Framework for Australia. Commonwealth of Australia 2009)

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
People working in the following services for children aged from 
birth to eight years.

•	 Primary school
•	 Child care
•	 Preschool
•	 Support services
•	 Family day care
•	 Playgroups 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Professor Jennifer Sumsion  - BEconomics, (Uni Sydney), 
DipEd (Sydney Teachers College), MEd, (Uni Sydney), PHd 
(Uni Sydney)
Jennifer works at Charles Sturt University, Bathurst, and has most 
recently headed up the team who developed the National Early 
Years Learning Framework. Jennifer is the keynote speaker on 
Thursday evening, November 12.
Her scholarly and professional interests lie in the use of innovative 
conceptual, theoretical, methodological, pedagogical and 
collaborative approaches to address enduring challenges within 
early childhood education, early childhood teacher education 
and early childhood research. She is particularly interested in 

the potential of alternative perspectives for enhancing practice, 
strengthening research capacities and informing policy decision-
making, and strongly believes in the importance of forging 
productive links and networks that extend beyond the traditional 
early childhood field. 

Kathy Walker
Kathy Walker is a renowned Melbourne-based educational 
consultant who conducts a range of professional development 
sessions throughout Australia for staff working across all sectors 
of early childhood and primary education as well as a range of 
government organisations. She also works with parent groups on a 
range of topics. Kathy is formerly a university lecturer in education 
and author of the best-selling book for parents, What’s the 
Hurry? as well as her latest book for teachers, Play Matters on the 
Australian Developmental Curriculum. In 2008 Kathy was awarded 
a fellowship from the Australian Council for Educational Leaders 
for her extensive contributions to the improvement of student 
outcomes as teacher, lecturer and consultant.

Kathy is a regular contributor to the Education Age on issues 
regarding early childhood and primary education. She speaks 
regularly on ABC Radio on parenting and education issues as well 
as appearing on Channel 10 as a parenting expert. 
Kathy specialises in a range of topics for both parents and staff. 
In particular her specialisation with schools and early childhood 
programs include school readiness, school transition, children’s 
behaviour resilience, self esteem and developmental curriculum. 
These are all in popular demand. A major component of Kathy’s 
work with schools is in assisting staff to implement developmental 
curriculum (play and project based curriculum).

Brigid Donohoe - Bed (ECE)
Brigid has extensive experience in a wide range of roles supporting 
children, parents and child care workers to achieve the best 
outcomes for children.  Her work has included:

•	 Working as a childcare professional - preschool teacher, 
leader of mixed age group, centre director

•	 A mobile preschool and playgroup unit in Northern NSW
•	 A women’s refuge and a domestic violence crisis unit
•	 Providing telephone and face to face counselling to 

parents
•	 Providing behaviour support for parents and child care 

staff in centre based care, school age care, family day care 
and playschools

•	 Director of children’s services for a range of children’s 
services programs operated by a regional community 
service in the ACT

•	 Brigid currently works as a children’s services advisor with 
the ACT Government. 

Her training experience includes
•	 Training volunteer telephone counsellors
•	 Workshops on behavioural issues for parents and 

children’s services staff
•	 Facilitator for domestic violence survivor support groups, 

sexual abuse survivors support groups, assertiveness, self 
esteem, stress management and communication skills 
groups

•	 Supervision for group leaders.
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However, her most valuable experience has been learning to 
parent two children with very different temperaments.  

Janet Robertson - M.Ed (Early Childhood)
Janet Robertson has taught at Mia-Mia Child and Family Study 
Centre at Macquarie University for 13 years, prior to that she 
was an advisor and director. Her move forward to teaching was 
prompted by the thinking from the educational experience in 
Reggio Emilia. Since 1992, after her first visit to Reggio Emilia, 
Janet has spoken and written about the implications arising from 
the work in Reggio Emilia for Australian education. Janet is co-
author of Insights, which she co-edited with Catherine Patterson 
and Alma Fleet.

Catharine Hydon - Dip Teaching (Early Childhood); MEd 
(Early Childhood Education) 
Catharine has extensive experience in the early childhood sector 
in Australia and overseas.  Beginning as a teacher in a sessional 
kindergarten program Catharine has gone on to manage a range 
of services for children and their families from childcare in the 
Northern suburbs of Melbourne to school-based programs in 
Papua New Guinea.  

Following her work in children service’s Catharine moved to a 
support and training role with early childhood professionals at the 
FKA Multicultural Resource Centre, where she co-ordinated the 
training program.  Catharine then moved to the Brotherhood of 
St Laurence where she led several early years projects supporting 
children and families experiencing disadvantage.  A major 
feature of her work was a collaborative project to progress the 
establishment of an integrated service on a public housing estate 
in inner Melbourne.  Catharine is now working as an independent 
early childhood consultant supporting quality practice and 
innovation in early childhood service provision.   

Catharine’s involvement in the early childhood field is an 
important part of her commitment to the sector.  She is a long-
time member of the Victorian Branch of Early Childhood Australia 
(ECA) and is currently serving as a director on the National Board 
of ECA.  She was a co-founder of Real Rights for Refugee Children, 
an advocacy group for the promotion of refugee children’s place 
in early childhood services, and in 2003 was awarded the Barbara 
Creaser Memorial award for outstanding contribution to early 
childhood education.  More recently Catharine contributed to the 
review of the ECA Code of Ethics. 

Catharine has a Masters in Early Childhood Education specialising 
in early childhood policy and governance, the delivery of 
integrated services and the exploration of innovative programs to 
engage vulnerable children and their families.  In 2005 Catharine 
received the Jean Denton Scholarship for the completion of her 
Masters Studies enabling her to visit several integrated services in 
England.  This experience provided significant insights that shaped 
her thesis work on the delivery of integrated children’s services 
particularly in disadvantaged communities.  

Drawing on her work with diverse children and their families 
and her recently completed Masters studies Catharine hopes 
to inspire those wishing to explore innovative and integrated 
early childhood services based on children’s rights and strong 
connections with the families and the community.  

Glenis Jackson
Glenis holds qualifications in both early childhood and primary 
education and has 28 years’ experience teaching in government, 
Catholic and independent schools, as well as employment within 
the early intervention and early childhood domains.  Glenis has 
been acknowledged for her dedication to the field of education 
having been a recipient of:

•	 Regional and National Excellence in Teaching Awards 
from NEiTA 

•	 The Federal Government’s “Australian Teachers’ Prize for 
Excellence” at regional and national levels.  

•	 A professional development grant (NEiTA), undertaking 
teaching experience in the “Ecole Maternelle” early years 
education system in Paris, France.  

•	 A bursary to attend the OMEP International Congress: 
One World, Many Childhoods. 

Further demonstrating her dedication to her profession, Glenis 
has a voluntary commitment to community organisations to 
support the development of services to support children and 
parents in the early years/education domain.
She is excited about the direction the early years is taking, and 
feels it is finally receiving the recognition of its importance 
at both a state and federal level. The development of shared 
understandings between settings, especially preschool and 
school is an area she feels passionate about and one which has 
boundless opportunities for improving experiences for children.

Carol Burgess - Dip Teach. B.A. M.Ed
Carol has extensive experience as a teacher in primary schools 
and as a teacher, adviser and lecturer in early childhood.  She 
has published a number of articles for journals such as Rattler 
and AJEC as well as presenting at conferences both nationally 
and internationally in a number of spheres.  These papers have 
included areas on practice-based learning, fieldwork education, 
educational interactions and curricula, team-based leadership 
and exploring relationships between quality leadership activities 
and outcomes for professional development for early childhood 
teachers.

Carol is a member of a number of early childhood organisations 
and joins the conference as an executive of ECA Australia.  She 
has been working this year as the academic advisor for the 
project entitled Building Workforce Capacity for Early Childhood 
Education for Inland and Indigenous Australia.
Her position as lecturer in early childhood and course co-
ordinator for the B.Teach (birth to 5) and B.Ed (birth to five) at 
Charles Sturt University in Bathurst, as well as the membership 
she holds in many early childhood professional organisations, 
gives her a unique understanding of the early childhood field in 
Australia.

TRAD DISPLAYS
Displays
Throughout the conference you will have opportunity to visit 
displays from the following organisations:

•	 The Book Garden
•	 M.A.N Made Creations
•	 Play to Learn
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Thursday, November 12
The EYLF: Visions for children’s learning and educator’s professional practice

6pm - 6.30pm Registration and pre-dinner drinks

6.30pm Welcome Associate Professor Louise Hard

7pm onwards Dinner, keynote address and ECA award presentation Professor Jennifer Sumsion
Carol Burgess

Friday, November 13
Practical Realities

8.30am - 9am Registration and trade displays

9am - 9.30am Opening session

9.30am - 10am Belonging, being, and becoming – the practical realities Carol Burgess

10am - 11am Early years curriculum: theory, practice and realities
•	 What would a curriculum for 0 – 8 years old look like?
•	 How does curriculum influence behaviour?
•	 How does curriculum theory apply to everyday practice?

Kathy Walker
Brigid Donohoe
Janet Robertson

11am - 11.30am Morning tea

11.30am - 1.15pm Cafe Conversations: mutual understandings and shared visions
•	 An opportunity to listen to a panel of speakers and then participate in 

a lively discussion with the presenters and your colleagues.

Catharine Hydon 
Glenis Jackson
DEECD

1pm - 2pm Lunch

2pm - 4pm Concurrent sessions to further explore 
•	 What would a curriculum for 0 – 8 years old look like?
•	 How does curriculum influence behaviour?
•	 How does curriculum theory apply to everyday practice?

Kathy Walker
Brigid Donohoe
Janet Robertson

4pm Closing drinks and nibbles

ACCOMMODATION
For more information contact Destination Albury Wodonga
Phone: 1300 796 222 
www.destinationalburywodonga.com.au

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
How to register
There are two methods of registering and making payments:

1. If you wish to pay electronically you will need to register online at 
www.trybooking.com/ccd 

2. If you wish to pay by cheque or money order you will need to 
complete the enclosed registration form (one per person) and 
fax or post it, together with payment to the address provided. 
Registration forms are also available from the conference website. 
www.buildingbridgesconference.com.au. 

Acknowledgement of registration
All registrations on line will be confirmed via try booking. Other 
registrations will be confirmed via email upon receipt of completed 
registration form with full payment. (If email not provided then 
confirmation will be mailed).
Registrations without payment will not be processed until payment is 
received.

CANCELLATION
If cancelling your registration on or before, Friday, October 30, 2009, you 
are entitled to a full refund of all monies paid, less a $20 administration fee. 
After October 30, no refunds are available however substitute delegates 
may be sent. All cancellations made must be in writing to the conference 
organisers, (c/- Charles Sturt University) via fax or email.

REGISTRATION FEES
Full registration is $135 and includes:

•	 Thursday evening dinner and keynote address
•	 Friday sessions plus morning tea, lunch and closing drinks.

All rates are inclusive of GST

CONFERENCE WEBSITE
The conference website has been put together to enable us to provide 
delegates with more details about the conference and the presenters. 
It will be updated as we draw closer to the conference, make sure you 
regularly check it out.
www.buildingbridgesconference.com.au

ORGANISING COMMITTEE
Conference Information
 
Shaneen Mills
City of Wodonga
Phone: (02) 6022 9289
Mobile: 0409 027 410
E-mail: smills@wodonga.vic.gov.au

Annie Pryse
Wodonga Institute of TAFE
Phone: (02) 6055 6600
E-mail: apryse@wodongatafe.edu.au

Donna Mlejnek
Early Childhood Australia
E-mail: dmlejnek@live.com.au

Registration Information
Celia Hillman
Charles Sturt University
Phone: (02) 60519 650
E-mail: chillman@csu.edu.au
Fax: (02) 6051 9424

Wyverne Smith
Charles Sturt University
Phone: (02) 60510 419
E-mail: wysmith@csu.edu.au
Fax: (02) 6051 9424


