
Building Bridges 
Conference 2013
A regional early years conference
‘The Magic of Being’



About the conference
Wodonga Council, Charles Sturt University, Wodonga 
TAFE, AlburyCity and Gateway Community Health are 
pleased to present Building Bridges: A regional early 
years conference.  

Building Bridges is an analogy for strengthening 
partnerships between our early years’ services, schools, 
across border and between regions, with the hope that 
a mutual understanding will be created and networks 
will be strengthened. 

When all those involved in the care and education of 
young children are able to work together with a shared 
vision, the outcomes for children will be much improved.

Program 

Thursday, November 28

The Valleys Restaurant, Wodonga TAFE

6pm  Registration and pre-dinner drinks
6.30pm  Welcome and dinner 
7.30pm  Keynote address 

Friday, November 29

Charles Sturt University

8.30am  Registration and trade displays
8.45am  Round table keynote addresses and  
  discussions
12.30pm Lunch
1.30pm  Workshops
4pm  Bringing it all together with the Early Years  
  Learning Framework

‘The Magic of Being’
Childhood is a time to be, to seek and make meaning of 
the world.

Being recognises the significance of the here and 
now in children’s lives. It is about the present and 
them knowing themselves, building and maintaining 
relationships with others, engaging with life’s joys and 
complexities, and meeting challenges in everyday life.

The early childhood years are not solely preparation 
for the future but also about the present. (Early Years 
Learning Framework, DEEWR, 2009)

‘The Magic of Being’ conference will discuss and 
provide workshops in:

1. ‘Being’ an infant in care;
2. ‘Being’ in challenging moments;
3. ‘Being’ in the present; and
4. ‘Being’ connected to community.

Speaker biographies 

Gregory Nicolau
Gregory Nicolau is the CEO and lead 
consultant psychologist of Australian 
Childhood Trauma Group. He has 
a 30 year career working with the 
most marginalised and vulnerable 
children, young people and families 
in our community and the agencies, 
organisations and education facilities 
who support them. 

He has an exceptional reputation dealing with complex 
cases and situations in a compassionate and focused 
manner. He’s transparent in dealing with staff and 
organisations and able to challenge when appropriate. 

He enjoys supporting people to deliver the best outcomes 
for children and is an experienced trainer, facilitator and 
case supervisor. Gregory is also founder and chair of 
Random Acts of Kindness.

Anne Stonehouse, AM
Anne Stonehouse AM, lives in 
Melbourne and is a consultant, writer 
and speaker about topics related to 
young children and good practice in 
early learning settings. 

She has published many books, 
articles and other resources for 
educators and parents. 

Her work is recognised internationally through use of her 
publications and invitations to speak at conferences and 
consult. 

Her main professional interests are the nature of good 
quality curriculum for babies and toddlers and family-
educator relationships in early learning settings. 

She was a member of the writing team in the Charles Sturt 
University based consortium that developed the national 
Early Years Learning Framework. 

She has been, and is currently, engaged in a number of 
projects related to the national and Victorian frameworks. 

These projects are funded by and involve collaboration 
with such key organisations as the Victorian Department 
of Education and Early Childhood Development, Early 
Childhood Australia, Community Child Care Victoria, Family 
Day Care Australia and the professional support  
co-ordinator for the ACT. 

In 2012-2013 she worked with the KidsMatter Early 
Childhood team based at the Australian Psychological 
Society to develop resources for educators’ professional 
development on children’s social and emotional learning. 

Anne writes regularly for Early Childhood Australia and 
other organisations on a variety of issues related to good 
quality in early childhood settings. 



Dr Frances Press
Dr Frances Press is an associate 
professor in the faculty of education at 
Charles Sturt University, Bathurst. 

Dr Frances’ (PhD: Sociology) teaching 
and research interests cover the areas 
of early childhood policy, the sociology 
of early childhood, and the leadership 
of early childhood programmes. 

She has worked extensively with academic, government 
and non-government bodies on issues related to child and 
family policy and has a particular interest in examining 
policy and practice from the stance of children’s rights. 

As well as undergraduate and postgraduate teaching and 
research, Frances has strong links with the early childhood 
field. She is frequently called upon to provide professional 
support, particularly to leaders and managers of early 
childhood programs.

Sheena Elwick
Sheena Elwick is a lecturer in the 
faculty of education at Charles Sturt 
University, Albury-Wodonga.  

Sheena joined the university in a  
full-time capacity in 2013, following 
her employment as a sessional  
lecturer since 2005. 

Sheena has a broad range of experience in early childhood 
education and care (ECEC) settings, both as a practitioner 
and as a teacher educator. 

As a practitioner, she has worked in long day care, mobile 
childcare, and also primary school settings in both NSW 
and Victoria. 

Until recently she worked as a team leader and preschool 
teacher in a long day care setting in regional Victoria. 

She has also held several leadership positions in 
mobile childcare and primary school settings, including 
mathematics co-ordinator (P to six) and team leader of 
common curriculum numeracy (P to 12). 

She has a strong understanding of ECEC national 
legislation, government policies and regulations and also 
current primary school curriculum documents. 

Currently, Sheena is in the final stages of her PhD exploring 
infants’ lives in family day care settings. 

She is particularly interested in the potential of philosophy 
for engaging with the difficulties and uncertainties of 
researching infancy, and for developing responsive and 
ethically reflective research practices with infants.

Steve Bowen
DJ, entertainer, professional MC and 
keynote speaker (accredited DJAA 
member).

Steve Bowen is regarded as one of 
Australia’s premier DJ entertainers, 
delivering dynamic performances with 
his amazing enthusiasm, energy and 
very colourful nature.

Steve’s interaction and involvement with his audiences 
is outrageously fun and people of all ages can’t help 
themselves from being swept up with his infectious style.

Steve’s passion for inspiring others has given rise to a 
motivational speaking role allowing him to share his life 
story and business experience through his inspirational 
‘boomerang theory’.

As a result, Steve was honoured with Albury Citizen of The 
Year in 2007.

Leonie McIntosh
Leonie McIntosh is an Indigenous 
academic fellow in the school of 
education at Charles Sturt University. 

She is an indigenous person from the 
Wiradjuri people and a highly  
respected member of her community. 

Leonie’s current research interests 
include Indigenous education and exploring the positive 
factors indigenous children bring to education. 

Leonie is enrolled in a PhD which will consider the assets 
young Aboriginal children bring to starting school. Leonie 
is a member of the Albury Local Aboriginal Lands Council, 
Aboriginal Education Consultative Committee, Albury 
Wodonga Aboriginal Health Service, Woomera Aboriginal 
Corporation and Mungabareena Aboriginal Corporation.

Dr Angela Fenton
Dr Angela Fenton has a bachelor of 
education with honours from the 
University of Leeds and a masters of 
early childhood education from James 
Cook University (JCU) in Queensland. 

In her doctoral thesis, Angela explored 
child protection and pre-service 
education using a strengths approach. 

Alongside her studies, Angela worked in early childhood 
classrooms and services for more than 20 years as a 
teacher, director and training project officer with a focus 
on community capacity building. 

Angela has worked in inclusion roles with children with 
disabilities and was the state manager for the Indigenous 
Children’s Services Unit in Queensland. 

She has taught in the United Kingdom and in Australia. 

In the tertiary sector of education, Angela has taught early 
childhood education in the TAFE and university sector for 
more than 12 years. 

Angela is passionate about teaching and researching 
in the early years of care and education and values an 
interactive approach to collaborative learning.



Who should attend?
•	 Primary school educators;
•	 Child care educators;
•	 Preschool educators;
•	 Support services;
•	 Family day care educators and support team;
•	 Playgroups;
•	 Outside school hours care educators; and 
•	 Early childhood education students.

Conference website
The conference website has been put together to enable 
organisers to provide delegates with more details about 
the conference and the presenters. 

It will be updated as it gets closer to the conference, so 
make sure you regularly check it out via the link below

buildingbridgesconference.com.au

Registration information

How to register

Simply complete the attached registration form (one per 
delegate) and email, fax or post it with payment details to 
the conference organisers on the numbers provided. 

Please note registrations are not processed without the 
required payment.

Registration fees

Full registration is $150 and includes:

• Thursday evening dinner and keynote address; and
• Friday sessions plus morning tea and lunch.

Cancellation

If you cancel your registration before 5pm on Friday, 
November 1, 2013 you are entitled to a full refund of all 
monies paid, minus a $55 administration fee. 

No refunds are available if you cancel after this date, 
however substitute delegates may be sent. 

All cancellations must be made in writing to the 
conference organisers. 

Accommodation
For accommodation information or advice please visit 
visitalburywodonga.com or phone the conference 
organisers on (02) 6023 6300.

Organising committee
Shelli Hardwick
Wodonga Council

Angela Fenton
Charles Sturt University

Amy MacDonald
Charles Sturt University

Rebecca Bates
AlburyCity

Annie Pryse
Wodonga Institute of TAFE

Donna Mlejnek
Gateway Community Health

Michelle Mueller
Early Childhood Representative

Conference organisers
Bradley Hayden
Countrywide conference and event management

Phone:  (02) 6023 6300
Fax:  (02) 6023 6355
Mobile:  0412 461 392
Email:  bradley@ccem.com.au


