
A Regional Early Childhood Conference Building Bridges

The City of Wodonga together with Charles Sturt University Albury present 

Friday August 17 and 
Saturday  August 18, 2007 

Wodonga Civic Centre 
and surrounds 
106 Hovell St  Wodonga VIC 

Please note: the shaded areas indicate a workshop being delivered over 3.5 hours with an afternoon tea break.

Environmental 
education: the gap 
between theory 
and practice

Distance and rural 
schooling

Punished 
by rewards

Promoting 
literacy through 
play 

Inclusion of 
children with 
additional needs 
into early 
childhood services: 
a local collaborative 
team approach

KEAPS – CAMHS 
and Schools Early 
Action Program 

You Can Do It! 
Education. 
A session for 
parents

Computer Literacy:
computer use and 
young children.........
what do they 
know?

Supporting 
children with speech 
and language 
difficulties in an 
under 5 setting

Including 
students with 
special needs 
within the Primary 
school classroom

Teachers or 
superheroes

Importance of 
immunization for 
children 

When the adult 
dances with the 
child 

Parent Child 
Mother Goose 
Programme 

You Can Do It! 
Education: 
A session for early 
childhood and 
primary school staff 

It’s not rocket 
science: You can 
do therapy too

Lunch break

concurrent session b                   concurrent session D

8.30am  - 8.50am 
9.00am - 10.30am

10.30am -11.00am

11.00am  -12.30pm

12.30pm – 1.30pm

1.30pm – 3.00pm

3.00pm – 3.30pm

3.30pm – 5.00pm

8.30am  - 8.50am 

9.00am - 10.30am

10.30am -11.00am

11.00am  -12.30pm

12.30pm – 1.00pm

 1.30pm – 3.00pm

afternoon tea break

concurrent session c                   concurrent session D (cont)

Respectful 
discipline in the 
classroom

Children 
and drugs 

Drug education in 
primary school

Boys education: 
A national priority 

When the adult 
dances with the 
child (repeat) 

Dancing to the 
beat of whose 
drum? 

The adult role 
with toddler play
 

You Can Do It! 
Education: 
A session for early 
childhood and 
primary school staff 
(continued) 

It’s not rocket 
science: You can 
do therapy too
(continued)

5.00pm onwards       Drinks will be available from the bar for those who would like to stay on to network with colleagues.

registration
officiaL opening Deputy Mayor Cr. Anna Speedie Keynote address – Cathy McGowan
      Keynote address – Heather Leary
Morning tea break

concurrent session a

prograM       friDay, 17 august 

prograM       saturDay, 18 august 

The value of 
the integrated 
curriculum in the 
primary school 
classroom

The national 
curriculum debate 

Embracing 
childhood

How to promote 
children’s language 
acquisition and 
social development 
in the early child-
hood classroom

It’s OK to play: 
An examination of 
the use of play as a 
method of reach-
ing outcomes in 
literacy

The Story Sack: 
Story telling and 
story making for 
young children

Beyond telling off: 
Positive guidance 
for young children

What about me: 
Educational 
services for children 
with special needs

Autism: How to 
optimize learning 
experiences in the 
classroom

Looking beyond 
words

The Story Sack: 
Story telling and 
story making for 
young children 
(continued) 

Beyond telling off: 
Positive guidance 
for young children 
(continued)

registration

Welcome: Professor Gail Whiteford – Head of Campus, Charles Sturt University, Albury
Keynote address: Professor Sue Dockett  and Associate Professor Bob Perry 

Morning tea break

Lunch break

concurrent session b                   concurrent session c (cont)

www.buildingbridgesconference.com.au



ABOuT THE COnfEREnCE:
The City of Wodonga and Charles Sturt 
University recognize the diversity of those 
people involved in the lives of young 
children.  In light of this we have combined 
to present a conference for service providers 
and parents with children aged 0 – 8 years old. 
Building Bridges is our analogy for what we 
want the conference to achieve. It is about 
building bridges between services, parents 
and schools. It is about building bridges across 
the border and between regions. It is our hope 
that when people involved in raising, caring for 
and educating children are working together, 
we can build healthy children and families in 
our communities. 

WHO SHOuLD ATTEnD?
 
People involved in the following activities 

n Primary school 
n Child care services
n Preschool 
n Parenting
n Support services
n Playgroups

KEYnOTE SPEAKERS:

Cathy McGowan “Bloom where you are 
planted” was a saying Cathy heard often in 
her years growing up on a farm in North East 
Victoria. Her parents knew the value of per-
sistence, of patience and acceptance of forces 
outside of one’s control. It is a motto Cathy has 
made her own. With this desire for personal 
growth and fulfillment, she now works to help 
others achieve their potential – regardless of 
(and sometimes despite) circumstances and 
background.
www.cathymcgowan.com

Heather Leary is currently the Principal of 
Benalla Primary School in Victoria. She has 
had vast experience in the training and 
implementation of You Can Do It! Education 
nationally and internationally. She has worked 
extensively throughout Australia and over 
the last 5 years has work in several parts of 
the U.K training teachers. Her knowledge and 
expertise in Social & Emotional Education 
is unparalled at the school level. Her deep 
knowledge of the subject and her magnetic 
storytelling make her one of this countries 
most engaging speakers on this subject.
www.youcandoit.com.au

Professor Sue Dockett has taught in 
the early years of school and has been the 
director of long day care and work based care 
programs in Sydney, and has been involved 
in early childhood teacher education since 
1988. Her research agenda is focused on the 
transition to school and the expectations, 
experiences and perceptions of all involved. 
She has published widely, both nationally 
and internationally in the area of transition 
to school. 

Associate Professor Bob Perry has 
worked in tertiary institutions in Australia 
since 1972. His research agenda includes 
transition to school, early childhood 
mathematics education, education of 
Indigenous children and community 
capacity building. He is widely published 
both nationally and internationally and is 
well regarded as a speaker on transition to 
school for both early childhood professionals 
and families.
Sue and Bob share their lives with their 8-year 
old son, Will, who has shown them what is 
really important in life.

PRESEnTATIOnS 
AnD WORKSHOPS
The following is a brief outline of the 
presentations and workshops that are on 
offer. More extensive information on both 
speakers and presentations can be obtained 
on our website, or posted to you on request.

T = title, P = presenter, C = content, 
Presenters include academics, 
practitioners, consultants and 4th year 
early childhood students

fRIDAY, 17 AuGuST

T: Environmental education: 
the gap between theory and practice
P: Sean Scott
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Distance and rural schooling
P: Mel Rollings, Amanda Armstrong, 
Ginette Levett
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Punished by rewards
P: Kenneth Mansell, Kerrie Holt, Jacqueline Ellis
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Promoting literacy through play
P: Kristy Stevens, Allison Speer, Kristi 
Sredojevic, Erin Widdison
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Inclusion of children with additional 
needs into early childhood services: 
A local collaborative team approach.
P: Rosemary Barnett and Linda Baker
C: Rosemary and Linda will outline the various 
early childhood programmes auspiced by Upper 
Murray Family Care and how this team uses a 
holistic, collaborative approach to support the 
inclusion of all children into early childhood services 
such as; Family Day Care, Child Care Centres, 
Out of School Hours Care and Kindergartens. 

T: KEAPS – CAMHS and Schools Early 
Action Program:   
P: Kay Hampton
C: This presentation will examine the key 
components of the Kids Early Action Program 
in Schools and how it addresses behavioural 
problems and disorders in the lives of children, 
their families and the community with a focus 
on minimizing distress and negative outcomes 
across their life span. 

T: You Can Do It! Education: 
 A session for Parents
P: Brian Bamford
C: In this workshop Brian will build on the 
information presented by the key note address. 
He will give parents a deeper understanding 
of the importance of social and emotional 
development and how they can foster this with 
their own children and help them to achieve 
important life skills 
www.youcandoit.com.au

T: Computer literacy: computer use and 
young children......what do they know? 
P:  Helen Logan, Jenny Ruming, Gabe Connell
C: Sometimes referred to as ‘digital natives’, this 
workshop reveals how computer use shapes 
the lives of children in the year prior to school. 
The results of a rural pilot study are discussed 
and a panel of two early childhood educators 
discuss how they integrate computer 
technologies in their services.

T: Supporting children with speech and 
language difficulties in an under 5 setting
P: Sarah Foster, Tegan Jessup, Melodie Fleming
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Including children with special needs 
within the Primary classroom: An in-depth 
look into Down syndrome
P: Louise Ryan, Lauren Thornton 
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Teachers or superheroes
P: Renee Sayers, Sarah Crossman, Louisa 
LaFace, Emma Klemke
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Importance of immunization 
for children
P: Ashley McKenzie, Penni-Anne Cooknell, 
Phiannon Lee
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: When the Adult Dances with the Child
P: Barry Peters
C: Like Barry’s songs, this is not only a workshop 
of laughter and fun, but full of thoughts and 
ideas providing limitless scope for ongoing 
work and exploration. The workshop is 
interactive and in two parts, each introduced 
and illustrated by a number of Barry’s songs. All 
the songs are recorded and available for use by 
teachers in their programs the very next day.
www.barrypeters.com.au

T:  Parent Child Mother Goose Programme
P: Paula Mobach
C: The mother goose programme is an early 
intervention programme which aims to  support 
parental skills and confidence, supporting the 
development of positive family patterns, early 
literacy skills and emotional well-being of 
infants during their child’s crucial early years. 
This workshop is a hands on opportunity to 
experience a mother goose programme and will 
include participants engaging in rhymes, songs 
and play, as well as, listening to an oral story. 

T: You Can Do It! Education: A session for 
Early Childhood and Primary School Staff
P: Brian Bamford
C: Come along and find out more about how 
the staff at your school, child care centre or 
preschool can encourage children to get along 
better with others, show persistence, gain 
confidence, be better organised and in turn 
become more resilient. These are the traits 
shown by successful people and those that we 
can begin to develop in the early years and 
build upon as life long skills.
www.youcandoit.com.au

T: It’s not rocket science: You can do 
therapy too
P: Sarah Nicholson and Carmen Johnstone
C: There is a community belief in the power 
of specialist knowledge and skill, and whilst 
therapists do have training and expertise which 
enables them to provide support specific to 
their field, many of the principles and practices 
they use recognise the importance of everyday 
experiences with familiar adults and peers. This 
workshop will describe key strategies employed 
by speech pathologists and occupational 
therapists for children with developmental delay. 

T:  Respectful discipline in the classroom
P: Sandra Roberts, Jodi O’Keefe, Carol McPhee
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Children and drugs
P: Erica Quinn, Tonia Williamson
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Drug education in primary school
P: Sarah Churchill-Brown, Bek Selwood, 
Varina Petersen, Angela Travis
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Boys Education: A national priority
P: Diana Hill, Emily Hamilton, Jarrod Hillary 
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Dancing to the beat of whose drum? 
Teacher’s perceptions of values education
P: Lysa Dealtry
C: Abstract to be posted on the website

T: The Adult role with Toddler Play
P: Carol Russell
C: Abstract to be posted on the website

SATuRDAY, 18 AuGuST
 
T: The value of integrated curriculum in 
the primary classroom
P: Joanne Barron, Jackie Gardner, Paula Hill
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: The national curriculum debate 
P: Anna Newton, Susan Wallace, Jessica Ferrett
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Embracing childhood 
P: Sarah Campbell, Leonie Kelleher, Renee 
Jarvis, Lanice Dicker
C: Abstract to be posted on the website

T: How to promote children’s language 
acquisition and social development in the 
early childhood classroom
P: Katrina Morell, Sian Pearson
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: It’s OK to play: An examination of 
the use of play as a method of reaching 
outcomes in literacy
P: Carole O’Neill
C: Early childhood education practice is based 
on the belief that children learn best through 
play. In preschools, play is an accepted way 
of learning but once the child enters school 
this changes. It appears that outside and 
top-down influences, pressure primary 
teachers to present learning situations in a 
more sedimentary and less physical manner. In 
this presentation the importance and value of 
play in a school situation will be discussed.

T: The Story Sack: Story telling and story 
making with young children
P: Tanya Batt 
C: Tanya is a self confessed story-o-phile and 
frock-o-holic. She has been invited to share her 
work in New Zealand, Australia, Singapore, 
USA, UK, France, Finland, Japan and Kenya. 
Her approach encourages both children’s and 
adult’s imaginative and creative potential. 
Workshop participants will have the 
opportunity to explore and develop their skills 
as storytellers and makers. Tanya believes that 
delight and curiosity form the basis of life long 
learning.

T: Beyond Telling Off: Positive Guidance 
for Preschoolers
P: Jo Lange
C: The aim of this workshop is to give teachers 
and carers a comprehensive insight as to why 
preschoolers ‘misbehave’. It focuses on effective 
strategies & specific processes for dealing with 
on-going consistent challenging behaviour.
This workshop is designed specifically for staff 
working with children aged 3 – 7 years in a 
group setting ie: Child care, Preschool, Primary 
School

T: What about me: Educational services 
for children with special needs
P: Rachel O’Sullivan, Jenna Purtill
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Autism: How to optimize learning 
experiences in the classroom
P: Kyra Fallon, April Piltz, Jane Cummins
C: Abstract to be posted on website

T: Looking Beyond Words
P: Sharon Milsome 
C: This presentation is about the importance of 
children’s drawings and how they can be used 
as a vehicle for assessing a child’s personality, 
intellectual development, communication 
skills and emotional adjustments. Children’s 
drawings can also aid in helping to diagnose 
learning disabilities.

The City of Wodonga together with Charles Sturt University Albury               present  A Regional Early Childhood Conference    Building Bridges 

ACCOMMODATIOn

For information contact 
Destination Albury Wodonga
Phone: 1300 796 222
www.destinationalburywodonga.com.au

REGISTRATIOn InfORMATIOn

How to register
Simply complete the enclosed registration 
form (one per person) and fax or post it, 
together with payment, to the address 
provided. Registration forms are also 
available from the conference website at 
www.buildingbridgesconfernce.com.au

Acknowledgement of Registration
All registrations will be confirmed via email 
upon receipt of completed registration form 
with full payment. (If email not provided 
then confirmation will be mailed). 
Registrations without payment will not be 
processed until payment is received. The 
enclosed registration form is an approved 
Tax Invoice by the Australian Tax Office.

Cancellation Policy 
If cancelling your registration on or before 
Friday, 10 August, 2007 you are entitled to 
a full refund of all monies paid, less a $20 
Administration fee. After the 3 August no 
refunds are available however substitute 
delegates may be sent. ALL cancellations 
made must be in writing to the conference 
secretariat via fax or email

Registration fees 
all rates are inclusive of GST

SINGLE DAY RATE - $99
BOTH DAYS - $176
Students
SINGLE DAY RATE - $50
BOTH DAYS - $88

Includes all sessions on each day, delegate 
show bag, m/tea, lunch, a/tea

COnfEREnCE WEBSITE

The conference website has been put 
together to enable us to provide delegates 
with more details about the conference and 
the presenters. It will continually be added 
to as we draw closer to the conference, make 
sure you regularly check it out.
www.buildingbridgesconference.com.au

fuRTHER DETAILS

Contact Bradley Hayden on:
Building Bridges Conference
PO Box 5013
Albury nSW 2640
Phone: (02) 6023 6300
fAX: (02) 6023 6355
Mobile: 0412 461 392
E-mail: Bradley@ccem.com.au


